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Dear Parents and Guardians,   

Welcome to third grade! We are thrilled to be 

partnering with you and your child this school year and are 

thoroughly committed to the challenges that await us. Being your 

child’s teacher is not just a career choice, it is a lifestyle.     

We have chosen to dedicate our time, energy, and talents to ignite not only 

their natural curiosity for learning but their passion and thirst for knowledge. 

Within our classrooms, our students will be challenged and stretched to their 

upmost potential. They will be encouraged to ask questions and work together 

to explore answers. Learning will be so exciting that sometimes your child will 

forget they are in school! 

 This is a very rigorous, critical school year in your child’s academic 

career. Third grade is a time to apply and acquire myriad new skills. While 

second grade was spent mastering the ability to read, our third grade focus will 

be to utilize reading as our primary learning tool. Math will build upon many of 

the skills they learned in second grade. It will require students to be more 

analytical and think more critically in their problem solving process. This year 

will be filled with plenty of opportunities for growth in your child’s ability to 

develop their academic independence. We hope to guide and mentor them 

throughout this process while instilling a love of all forms of education that will  

become a lifelong passion for learning.  

          As a parent, you are a vital part of our learning experience. It is 

important that we all work together to ensure the success of your child. If at 

any moment you have any questions or concerns regarding your child, please 

feel free to contact us at barredondo@dadeschools.net and 

lrodriguez29@dadeschools.net  

Once again, welcome to third grade! We can already tell it is going to be 

an unforgettable 2017-2018 school year!  

Sincerely, 

Ms. A & Mrs. Rodriguez 

mailto:barredondo@dadeschools.net
mailto:lrodriguez29@dadeschools.net


             

Important Information  

 
This packet is meant to be a helpful reference for your child’s academic 
year. It includes information regarding our classroom learning 
environment and explains our goals, expectations, and grading policy.  We 
realize that the beginning of the year may become extremely 
overwhelming with the amount of paperwork that will be taken home, but 
we encourage you to read through this back to school guide as it will 
answer many questions. 
 
Please be sure to complete the 3rd Grade Questionnaire, Parent 
Communication Form, and the Please Sign and Return form at the end of 
this packet. These forms are to be returned to your child’s homeroom 
teacher on the first day of school.

 
{ Attendance }    A note is required to excuse all absences. When your 
child is absent with an excused note, they will be allowed to complete 
their make-up work within an appropriate time frame, according to the 
length of their absence. Any assignments turned in after this time frame 
will be considered late and will not be accepted. Any graded work 
completed on a day that is considered unexcused will be regarded as 
equivalent to a zero in the gradebook. This is strictly enforced. 
 

{ Homework }    Homework will be sent home, on a daily basis, by the 
teacher that provides instruction for the specific subject areas (reading, 
language arts, math, science, and social studies).  Homework will be 
collected the following day by the same teacher unless otherwise 
specified.  Keep in mind that homework should be completed by the 
student with minimal assistance from an adult. No late work will be 
accepted unless there is an excused letter of absence or a family 
emergency. 
 
{ Grading Policy }     
 
Electronic Grade Book 
All grades will be posted in the Miami-Dade county electronic gradebook 
website (http://www.dadeschools.net/parents.asp). Once you reach the 
website use your login information to access the parent portal and click 

http://www.dadeschools.net/parents.asp


on gradebook. Parents it is your responsibility to check the portal weekly 
to monitor your child’s grades. Students should also be encouraged to 
check their own grades in the student portal to motivate them to do well 
in class. Grades will be inputted as fast as possible but please note that 
some assignments may require longer to grade. Grades will be sent home 
ONLY in the forms of a report card and a progress report. 
 

Third grade students will use the following grading scale in all subject areas: 

                      Grading Scale:             Weighted Grade Value: 
                      A   90% - 100%             40% Test   
                      B   89% - 80%               30% Quiz    
                      C  79% - 70%               15% Classwork 
                      D  69% - 60%               10% Project 
                      F   59% and Below          5% Homework 
     

{ Dress Code }    Uniforms are mandatory and must be worn on a daily 
basis. Please note: ALL sweaters MUST be navy blue. Please be sure to 
pick up uniform information from the school office.  

{ Classroom Management & PBS }     In order to maintain the best learning 
environment and adhere to our “Expect Excellence” ACSW standard, it is 
necessary for students to follow all classroom rules in order to be a 
participant of the monthly, school-wide 3R’s Plus Club. All ACSW students 
must abide by the Miami-Dade County Student Code of Conduct.  
 

Classroom Rules 

1. Respect teacher and each other. 

2. Raise your hand to share. 

3. Keep your hands and everything else to yourself. 

4. No matter what, try your BEST. 

5. LEARN a lot, and have FUN! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Behavior will be monitored using our PBS School-wide System, Clip It! 
Behavior Chart.  
 

Clip It! Behavior Chart  

Our classroom will use a clip chart to monitor behavior. A clip chart is a great tool 

that allows students to be rewarded for positive behavior, while discouraging 

negative behavior. 

Each student has a clothespin, or clip, with his or her number on it. Everyone will 

start on green at the beginning of each day, and clips can be moved up and down 

throughout the day based on behavior. 

The Super Student level is reserved for outstanding behavior! A special 

recognition will be given to your child for their achievement.  

 

Students can move to the Great Job level for continuing to display good behavior. 

You should be very proud of your child for reaching this level! 

Students will move to the Good Choices level for showing that they are making the 

right behavior decisions. Ending the day on this level is great! 

Every student will start the day on the Ready to Learn level. As the day goes on, 

clips can be moved up and down, based on behavior. This level is a good one to be 

on. 

A student will be moved to the Think About It level as a warning about his/her 

behavior and a reminder to follow the rules. If a student fails to bring in their 

homework on the assigned day, he/she will automatically be moved to this level as it 

is a reflection of irresponsibility.  

Students who continue to display poor behavior can move down to the Teacher’s 

Choice level. Here, the teacher can decide what action to take. Loss of recess or 

center time might be an appropriate choice. 

When a student moves to the Parent Contact level, the teacher will notify parents 

via your child’s communication log located within their agenda. A visit to the 

Principal’s office might also be in order. Students on this level may also lose recess 

time, etc. 



{ PBS:Positive Reinforcement }     Students will have the opportunity to 
correct their poor choices during class time. Behavior conversations will 
be held, before switching teachers, in order to allow students to develop 
responsibility, accountability for their actions, and the ability to  
communicate their feelings.  
 

{ Public Library }      It is important that students engage in independent 
reading as much as possible. It promotes a strong vocabulary, sparks the 
imagination, and helps students succeed in the classroom. Luckily, we have 
the opportunity to be exposed to a variety of literature and informational 
text for FREE because of public libraries! This link will help you access a  
list of Miami-Dade Public Libraries in your area: 
 

http://www.mdpls.org/info/locations/locations.asp 

 

{ Parent/Teacher Communication }     Parent/Teacher communication is 
very important for a successful school year. If upon reading this packet, 
you still have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.  
 
Our preferred method of communication is via your child’s home 
learning agenda or email at your convenience. Please note that any emails 
received after 3:30pm will be replied to within 24 hours of a working day.  
 
Please note that is very difficult for us to return phone calls in a timely 
manner as most of our day spent is providing instruction. For daily 
updates and important information, please log on to our classroom 
website.                                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Class Website:  
msrodriguezandmsa.webs.com 

 
Ms. Barbara Arredondo (Ms. A) 

Email- barredondo@dadeschools.net 
Mrs. Lauren Rodriguez 

Email- lrodriguez29@dadeschools.net  

http://www.mdpls.org/info/locations/locations.asp
http://msrodriguezandmsa.webs.com/
mailto:barredondo@dadeschools.net
mailto:lrodriguez29@dadeschools.net


 

 
3

rd
 Grade Questionnaire 

 
Please take a minute to fill out the following questions. 

Please return this form to school on the first day. 

 

 

 

Child’s Name: ______________________   DOB: ____________ 

1. What will your child eat for lunch? 

_____ Home lunch  

_____ School lunch  

_____ Other _____________________________________ 

2. Does your child have any allergies that I should be aware of (please 

include ALL food allergies)? 

___________________________________________ 

3. Does your child take any medication that I should be aware of? 

__________________________________________ 

4. What is your child’s after school arrangement? 

_____ Parent Pick Up 

_____ Bus _______________________ 

_____ Walkers 

_____ After-School Care 

 

5. Who will usually be picking up your child? 

Name: ___________________    Relationship: _______________ 

6. Is there anyone that is NOT allowed to pick up your child? Please 

specify: 

_________________________________________________ 

 



Parent  
Communication  

Form 
 

 

 

Parent Contact Information 

Parental involvement and communication are encouraged within the 

classroom. Please help by providing the following information so that we 

can better communicate with you. 

    

Child’s Name: ________________________________________ 

Home Phone #: _______________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name (Primary Contact): _____________________ 

Cell Phone #: ________________________________________ 

Email Address:________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name:__________________________________ 

Cell Phone #: ________________________________________ 

Email Address:________________________________________ 

 

If there are any unique family circumstances that I should be aware of, 

please explain briefly (i.e. shared custody, adoption, etc.): 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
I have read the third grade packet and understand the expectations my 
child will be held accountable for during their third grade subject areas 
this year.  I will refer to this guide if I am unclear of anything and will 
contact my child’s homeroom teacher if I have any further questions. 

 
 

Date: _________________ 

Child’s Name: 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Parent’s Name: 

_______________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature: 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


